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Lethality

Autonomous
power

A-bomb

Regular     
bomb

Machine 
gun

Gun

Crossbow

Knife

Armed UAV, 
e.g. Predator

Unarmed 
UAV, e.g. 
Global Hawk

Cruise 
missile

Robot
vaccum cleaner

Phalanx

Samsung
SGR-1

Terminator

R2D2

Talon, 
MAARS

PackBot

Land mine

Lethal, powerful and 
autonomous.
Possibly moral agents
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Soldiers Robots

The People
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Pilot: Roger
Commander: Roger. .. Wait for move by the truck.
Pilot: Movement right there. …
Commander: [No hesitation] Hit him.
Pilot: Targeting the Truck.
Commander: Hit the truck and him. Go forward of it and hit him.

Pilot: Want me to take the other truck out?

Could a UAV have refused to shoot 
upon the already wounded and 
neutralized target?
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Robots can become 

more ethical than 
human soldiers

Ronald C. Arkin 
Georgia Institute of Technology
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A robot can never 

distinguish between a 

civilian and a combatant

Noel Sharkey 
University of Sheffield
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